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1. Introducing the QRWN PlaceStories Project 

The QRWN PlaceStories Project is collaboration between ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ wǳǊŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 

and Feral Arts (www.feralarts.com.au). Following on the success on a trial PlaceStories 

(www.placestories.com) digital storytelling workshop in Goomeri in June, Feral Arts has begun 

working on the development of an initial QRWN PlaceStories system (http://qrwn.placestories.com). 

The aim is to create a unique online mapping and digital storytelling system for QRWN and its 

members to capture and share the stories of rural women and rural communities from across 

Queensland. The focus is on building skills and capacity of QRWN members to use the system 

effectively into the future. 

Tell Your Story ς Share Your Passion! 

This two hour workshop delivered as part of the Re-igniting Your Passion Conference will introduce 

ǘƘŜ vw²b tƭŀŎŜ{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ΨƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴΩ ƛn creating your own profile on a QRWN 

Google Earth map. You will also create and publish a simple postcard style digital story reflecting 

your ΨǇŀǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ as QRWN members.  

 Who are you? 

 Where are you?  

 What are you passionate about? 

The workshop will result in the creation of an initial digital mapping and story site that will be 

integrated into the QRWN web site and form the basis of a growing database of digital stories and 

information. The postcard stories created will also provide an initial snapshot of the passions and 

priorities of this unique rural network.  

A second phase of the project is proposed for early 2010 during which QRWN workshop leaders will 

be running PlaceStories digital storytelling workshops in 10 towns across Queensland enabling 

participants to create and publish longer format digital stories (1-2 minutes).  

Following on the success on a trial PlaceStories digital storytelling workshop in Goomeri in June, 

Feral Arts has begun working on the development of an initial QRWN PlaceStories system 

(http://qrwn.placestories.com). 

System Requirements:  

 Flashplayer version 10 (http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/)  a small free download. 

 Google Earth Browser Plug-in ς installs automatically when a user navigates to the QRWN 
Map page.  

 

 

 

http://www.feralarts.com.au/
http://www.placestories.com/
http://qrwn.placestories.com/
http://qrwn.placestories.com/
http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
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2.  Using the QRWN PlaceStories Mapping system  

The map navigation tools help you to quickly search the QRWN 
PlaceStories database, and to create flying tours of your search 
results in Google Earth. The Google Earth map displays two types 
of data: 

 members ς the people and organisations who have joined the 
QRWN PlaceStories system 
 

 stories ς the stories created and published by the members.  

You can switch between searching members or stories using the 
tabs at the top of the map navigation pane.  You will always be 
viewing either members or stories ς never both, so the checking 
which tab is selected is a quick way to see which mode you are in.  

The default view that loads initially shows all the members of the 
QRWN PlaceStories Community on the Google Earth map.  

The search field (under the Members tab) allows you to do a 
simple text search (names, tags, titles) of the database. Type 
directly in the field and hit enter to search. 

The results tally (under the Stories tab) displays the number of 
results currently loaded onto Google Earth.  

 Categories  

When joining QRWN PlaceStories members are asked 
to select one or more QRWN categories as part of 
their member profile. These categories (or tags) help 
to search the QRWN member database. When 
searching the database, you can select several 
categories at a time to filter your results. For example, 
selecting Arts and Culture and Environment will return 
a list of QRWN members who have both of those 
categories as part of their QRWN profile (as distinct from a list of members with either one or the 
other category). The same categories are used to filter the story database.  Members use the 
categories to tag their stories when they publish them.  

The List All button (under the results tally) switches from a 
view of the categories to a full list of either members or 
stories, depending on which mode the system is in. Clicking 
on an entry in the results list takes the map to the location of 
that result (member or story). Clicking on the map marker will 
play the story or open the info bubble of the member.  
Clicking on the stories button (the filmstrip icon back in the Map navigation pane) switches the view 
to the stories tab and takes you to a list of all stories created by that member. Clicking on Tour will 
ǘƘŜƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ  
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Member Info Bubbles 

The member info bubbles 
display key elements of a 
ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ vw²b ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻƴ 
the Google Earth map. This 
includes a name, avatar, 
postcode location, up to 
three QRWN Categories and 
a brief 1-2 line description. 
The member info bubbles 
also provide links to email, 
website and a full QRWN 
PlaceStories system profile 
page.  

Touring  

Custom Google Earth touring is a unique and powerful feature of the PlaceStories mapping system. 
Once you have a list of search results you can click Tour to start an automated fly around. This works 
whether you are searching members or stories. The 
touring controls allow you to skip forward or back in 
a tour at any time, or to pause your tour. Clicking 
the close button on the touring controls ends the 
tour and takes you back to the results list. The Back 
button takes you back to the list of categories ready 

for a new search.  
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3. Joining the QRWN PlaceStories Community  

This section will take you through the process of becoming a member of the QRWN PlaceStories 
community and editing your profile to get the most out of your membership. The system is designed 
to cater for both individual and organisational members.  

Joining 

 From the system Welcome page (http://qrwn.placestories.com) select join this community from 
the right-hand menu options.  

 

 Fill in the required fields (all those marked with *) and any optional fields you want to complete. 
 

  Address ς we recommend that users provide at least a town/suburb and postcode level address 
when they register (see below). You can update your map location by dragging and dropping the 
map marker.  Google earth is a street level digital mapping system. Please consider carefully 
whether you want your map location to be your actual home address or not. For privacy 
reasons it may be appropriate to set your map location to a public place in your local 
community rather than your actual home location.   
 

 Click on submit at the bottom of the page to save your changes.  

Please remember to make a note of your username and password details. You will need these 
when you log into the PlaceStories system. If you do lose your password you can reset it. 

Editing your profile  

Go to the Welcome page (http://qrwn.placestories.com) and log in with your QRWN PlaceStories 
username and password.  
 
QRWN Categories 

 Click on QRWN Categories and select from the list of options. Everyone is asked to select at 
least one category and you are welcome to select as many as you feel are relevant. Up to three 
categories are displayed in the Member info bubble.  Click on Submit to save your changes. 

Description 

 Click on User Profile and type in a brief description (1-2 sentences) to appear in your member 
info bubble, and profile page. Click on Submit to save your changes.  

Profile image (avatar or company logo) 

 Click on Account Settings and scroll down to the frame labeled Picture. Use the file browse 
option to locate a suitable avatar or profile image to display in the member info bubble. Your 
image will be automatically resized. Click on Submit to save your changes. 
 

   Click on Map Location. Drag and drop the marker to update your map location as required. 
Click on Submit to save your changes. 

 

http://qrwn.placestories.com/
http://qrwn.placestories.com/user/register
http://qrwn.placestories.com/


6 | P a g e  

 

QRWN PlaceStories ς Conference Workshop and System User Guide ς Version 1.1 September 2009 ς Feral Arts  

4.  Creating a Postcard Story 

This section will take you through the process of creating and publishing a simple digital postcard 
story in the QRWN PlaceStories system. For this Conference Workshop the aim is for Queensland 
wǳǊŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ participants to learn the basics of the system and create postcards about 
things they are passionate about. In the future QRWN members will be able to use the system to 
create and publish all sorts of digital Postcards and other types of digital PlaceStories. We think it 
could become a great tool for online community campaigns or for quick project updates.  

Step 1.  Choosing a Story type 

Click on Postcard Story from the Contribute Menu 

Step 2.  Selecting an image 

Browse for your postcard image on your local drive or external device. 

Step 3.  Title  

Add a title  for your Postcard ς just a few words. 

Step 4.  Description 

Add a description for your Postcard ς a couple of sentences up to around forty words.  

Step 5.    Text Location  

Add a text location for Postcard to display on the front of the Postcard (eg Longreach, Qld). 
Please note, this does not set the map location for the Postcard ς see below.  

  Step 6.  Tag your story 

Set some tags for your postcard story so that it can be found easily when searching the map. 
Click on one or more of the community tags (QRWN Categories) and add other custom tags 
by typing in the field. Separate your custom tags with a comma.  
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Step 7.  Locate your Story 

Type in the name of the place you want your 
story to be located and press the red locate 
button. Drag and drop the map marker to 
refine your story placement, if required.  

 

Step 8.  Publish your Story 

Click Create to publish your new postcard Story. 

Once your story has been successfully created you view it on the Google Earth map. If you already 

have the QRWN Map page open refresh your browser to reload the map and refresh the story data. 

If you want to edit your story click on Edit Story Details at the bottom of the Contribute Menu and 

select the relevant story.  

You can navigate to your story in a number of different ways: 

 Search for yourself as a member, click on the link and then click on the small story icon 

next to your name.  

 Click on the stories tab and search for your story by name 

 Click on the stories tab and search by the categories (tags) 

Try searching a particular category of story and playing a Tour of the search results. Use the tour 

navigations tools to move back and forwards through the Tour.  

 


